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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church- ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving” 

6th Sunday of Easter     Service of the Word for online worship  May 17, 2020 

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response  
 

GATHERING 
WELCOME and MUTUAL MINISTRY 
 #315 GATHERING HYMN: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Verses 1& 2 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  
ONE: Let the sound of our praise to God be heard throughout the world 
ALL: God as remained with us through the testing and trying times of our lives 
ONE: You bring us out of the struggle and the darkness, refreshing our souls  
ALL: In thanksgiving we give our hearts to you, and we seek to obey your 
commandments. 
ONE: You listen to us when we cry out in despair, and when we sing with joy 
ALL: In thanksgiving we follow your way, and we seek to know more of you 
ONE: You have given us the Advocate, the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us 
ALL: The Good News of your promise to return for us leads us to sing out, “Jesus 
Christ has risen indeed. Hallelujah!” 
 
P: The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in 
heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and 
give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of 
either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is 
the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom 
God has raised from the dead. 
 

A Reading from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles chapter 17, verses 22-31 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 
are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore 
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything 
in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor 
is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all 
mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have 
our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  
 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he 
has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he 
has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”  The 
Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his 
commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever. 
The Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter,  All: Glory to you O Lord.   
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
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  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments 
and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and 
I will love them and reveal myself to them.” The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SERMON          Pastor Mary Eide 
#742 HYMN OF THE DAY  Come, We That Love the Lord  verses 1 & 2  
In the New Testament of the Bible, Mount Zion is used symbolically to refer to the heavenly 
Jerusalem, God's holy, eternal city.  So let’s sing about that place of joy promised to God’s 
people. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen    *Or, He descended to the dead. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER Generous God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time, 
and our possessions.  We give all this in thanks to your abundant love and mercy.  We 
give as a faith practice signaling our desire to be generous like you, and a sign of our 
partnership in your work throughout your world. Amen   
 

NOTE: Remember that you can provide financial offerings via mail, go our website 
(www.sothem.org) go to GIVE tab and use a secured site to give electronically, or set up a 
payment via your bank) 

 
(You can share your prayers requests on our Facebook page) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  (P: Lord we sing… All: O Lord, hear…)  

 
 
 

Reprinted with permission under 
One License #A-724679 
 
 

http://www.sothem.org/
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LORD’S PRAYERS  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BLESSING May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you 

with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
#315 CLOSING HYMN: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Verses 3 &4 (see page 1) 
DISMISSAL  Go with God’s peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*********************************************************************************************************** 
 

SCHEDULE /ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tuesday 2pm   “Connect and Pray” Zoom  

4-6pm  Food Pantry  
6pm   “Connect and Pray” Zoom  

Wednesday  2pm   LIVE with God on Facebook (short worship)  
Friday  10am-12pm  Food Pantry 
Sunday  10am   Live worship (posted later in the day at www.sothem.org ) 
  10:45am Church Council Meeting  
If you would like a copy of Taking Faith Home insert emailed or mailed to you, please 
contact Pastor Mary at meide@luthersem.edu or the church at sothlc@sothem.org 
 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS028313. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used 
by permission. 
 

If you are visiting with us, we are so grateful that God brought you to this Facebook page or 
website. We pray that this time of worship has fed you spiritually in some way. 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church   
207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  
Find us on Facebook, too! 
Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu    
Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 
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