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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church- ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving” 

7th Sunday of Easter     Service of the Word for online worship  May 24, 2020 

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response  
 

GATHERING 
WELCOME and MUTUAL MINISTRY 
#657 ELW GATHERING HYMN: Rise O Sun of Righteousness Vs 1- 3 
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CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Psalm 68) 
ONE:  We long to live right with God, to be glad, and to worship God’s name. 
ALL:  Your presence in our lives brings us joy and hope. 
ONE:  Throughout the centuries you have defended us from our enemies and sought justice 
ALL:   O God, you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; you give the solitary a 
home and bring forth prisoners into freedom 
ONE: The Holy Bible reminds us of how you went in front of your people, as they made their 
way through the wilderness  
ALL:  You also brought rain to land of your people, allowing provisions for the rich and 
the poor to grow abundantly. 
ONE:  Through your Son, you ensured our inheritance and our place in your eternal kingdom.  
ALL: Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord. 
 
 
P: The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in 
heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and 
give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
The Gospel according to John the 17th chapter,  All: Glory to you O Lord.   
1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive 
to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.”6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 
   
The Apostle Peter reminds us in this reading that our faith in Christ does not make us immune 
from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience 
disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us. 
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A READING from 1 Peter, verses from both chapter 4 and 5  4:12-14; 5:6-11 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 
Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 
14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is 
the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 
 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in 
due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep 
alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to 
devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all 
the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. 
Amen.  The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON          Pastor Mary Eide 
#393 ELW  A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  verses 1- 4 
 
. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen    *Or, He descended to the dead. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER Generous God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time, 
and our possessions.  We give all this in thanks to your abundant love and mercy.  We 
give as a faith practice signaling our desire to be generous like you, and a sign of our 
partnership in your work throughout your world. Amen   
 

NOTE: Remember that you can provide financial offerings via mail, go our website 
(www.sothem.org) go to GIVE tab and use a secured site to give electronically, or set up a 
payment via your bank) 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  (P: Lord we sing… All: O Lord, hear…)  

 
 

Reprinted with permission under 
One License #A-724679 
 
 

 

http://www.sothem.org/
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LORD’S PRAYERS  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BLESSING May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you 

with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
#756 CLOSING HYMN: Lord You Give the Great Commission  Vs,. 1, 2 & 5  
Lord, You Give the Great Commission 
 
1 Lord, you give the great commission: 
 "Heal the sick and preach the word." 
 Lest the church neglect its mission, 
 and the gospel go unheard, 
 help us witness to your purpose 
 with renewed integrity: 
 
Refrain 
 With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us 
 for the work of ministry. 
 
2 Lord, you call us to your service: 
 "In my name baptize and teach." 
 That the world may trust your promise, 
 life abundant meant for each, 
 give us all new fervor, draw us 
 closer in community:  Refrain 
 
5 Lord, you bless with words assuring: 
 "I am with you to the end." 
 Faith and hope and love restoring, 
 may we serve as you intend 
 and, amid the cares that claim us, 
 hold in mind eternity:  Refrain 
 
Lord You Give the Great Commission   Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934 
Text © 1978 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.  Reprinted with permission under One License    #A-724679 

 
DISMISSAL  Christ is risen, just as he said,  Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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*********************************************************************************************************** 
 

SCHEDULE /ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tuesday 2pm   “Bible Study” Zoom  

4-6pm  Food Pantry  
Wednesday  2pm   LIVE with God on Facebook (short worship)  
Friday  10am-12pm  Food Pantry 
Sunday  10am   Live worship (posted later in the day at www.sothem.org ) 
  10:45am Church Council Meeting  
If you would like a copy of Taking Faith Home insert emailed or mailed to you, please 
contact Pastor Mary at meide@luthersem.edu or the church at sothlc@sothem.org 
 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS028313. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used 
by permission. 
 

If you are visiting with us, we are so grateful that God brought you to this Facebook page or 
website. We pray that this time of worship has fed you spiritually in some way. 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church   
207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  
Find us on Facebook, too! 
Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu    
Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 
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