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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church- ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving” 

Holy Humor Sunday  Service of the Word for online worship  April 19,  2020 

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response  
 

GATHERING 
WELCOME – What is Holy Humor Sunday?  (A few jokes to get us started) 
 
* GATHERING HYMN Hymn: “Give to Us Laughter”  
words: Walter Farquharson tune: Slane (Tune for Be Thou My Vision)  
 
Give to us laughter, O Source of our life.  
Laughter can banish so much of our strife!  
Laughter and love give us wholeness and health.  
Laughter and love are the coin of true wealth 
 
Give to us laughter as sign of deep joy;  
let us in laughing find Christian employ,  
joining with stars and with bright northern lights,  
laughing and praising and sharing delights.  
 
Even in sorrow and hours of grief,  
laughter with tears brings us healing relief!  
God, give us laughter, and God, give us peace,  
joy of your promise among us increase.  https://www.laughteronlineuniversity.com/ 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
ONE: Sing a new song! 
ALL: A joyful melody of springtime glory and rebirth 
ONE: Sing praise to our Still-Laughing Easter God 
ALL: Who has rolled away the bindings of yesterday 
ONE: Immerse your anxiety and despair in the fountain of new birth. 
ALL: We place our visions and hopes on the table of wine and wheat. 
ONE: For God has taken ordinary things. 
ALL: And made them extraordinary.  Sing a new song! 
 
* The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY  Grant us, God, the grace to see ourselves as others see us - 
creatures of your making: wholly loved. In the busyness of this week, awaken us to your 
presence in the smiles and glances of those we meet. Shape our hearts to delight in the 
gifts of each and every day. Amen.  https://www.laughteronlineuniversity.com  

 
READING of “How the Virus Stole Easter”  By: Kristi Bothur with a nod to Dr. Seuss  
 

https://www.laughteronlineuniversity.com/
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PSALMS OF JOY AND LAUGHTER (Please join in by responding with the bold verses) 
 
“Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said 
among the nations, the Lord has done great things for them.” Psalm 126:2 
I have set the LORD always before me; because God is at my right hand, I shall not be 
shaken. (Psalm 16:8)  
turned my loud crying into dancing. You removed my clothes of sadness and dressed me with 
joy. Psalm 30:11  
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing 
praises. Psalm 98:4 
 let the field exult, and everything in it.  Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy” Psalm 

96:12 
Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. Psalm 47:1 
You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore. (Psalm 16:11)  

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope. (Psalm 

16:9) 

 
The Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter,  All: Glory to you O Lord.   
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 
I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 
in his side, I will not believe.” 
 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 
put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  The Gospel of the 
Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
CHILDRENS MESSAGE 
SERMON       Pastor Mary Eide 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Down in My Heart  
 
(PLEASE NOTE:  The refrain for this hymn is printed to the right of the hymn printed below) 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen    *Or, He descended to the dead. 

 

 

REFRAIN:   

 
And I'm so happy, so very 
happy 
I have the love of Jesus in 
my heart. 
 
And I'm so happy, so very 
happy 
I have the love of Jesus in 
my heart. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER Generous God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time, 
and our possessions.  We give all this in thanks to your abundant love and mercy.  We 
give as a faith practice signaling our desire to be generous like you, and a sign of our 
partnership in your work throughout your world. Amen   
 

NOTE: Remember that you can provide financial offerings via mail, go our website 
(www.sothem.org) go to GIVE tab and use a secured site to give electronically, or set up a 
payment via your bank) 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  (P: Lord in your mercy All: Hear our prayer)  
LORD’S PRAYERS  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BLESSING May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13  In the name of the God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG   Go Tell It On the Mountain – Easter version 
Chorus:  Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 
               Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus is alive. 
 
1.  While soldiers watched the gravesite, that quiet Sunday dawn, there came a big 
commotion, and then the storm was gone. (Chorus)   
 
2. The women found no body, their spices to anoint; instead they found an angel, God's 
message to appoint. (Chorus)  
 
3. Go from where He isn't, to where He said He'd be, An Easter-time reunion, the hills 
of Galilee. (Chorus) 
 DISMISSAL  Go with God’s peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
*********************************************************************************************************** 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
* Food Pantry Tuesdays 4-6pm and Fridays 10am-12noon  
* Live on Facebook Sunday worship at 10am  LIVE with God, 2pm Wednesdays  
* Tuesday Connect and Pray (zoom) at 2pm and 6pm (meeting #/password on Facebook or 
contact Pastor for info 

If you are visiting with us, we are so grateful that God brought you to this Facebook page or 
website. We pray that this time of worship has fed you spiritually in some way. 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church  207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  
Find us on Facebook, too! 
Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu    
Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 
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