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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 

7th Sunday of Easter    Holy Communion Sunday      May 16, 2021  
 

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘*’ means please stand as able 
Feel free to add you prayer requests on our Facebook page 
 

PRELUDE           Michelle Young 
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES  

GATHERING 

* P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 
 

* CONFESSION Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ the one God who is a source of unwavering love and 

divine treasures, who is our rock and our redeemer.  Amen.  God encourages us to share our joys 
and sorrows in the faith practice of prayer, which brings us closer to God. In obedience to God, 
we humbly turn our hearts, minds, and lives to you.  Silence is kept for reflection.   Fountain of 
living water, wash away our sin which weighs us down, so we may feel the freedom of 
your forgiveness.  Help us to understand and appreciate the treasures you have given us.  
Make it clear to us if our hearts are filled with desire for things that easily lose their 
value, break, or distract us away from you.  Forgive us for the times we have ignored 
you, or have not been willing to make our relationship with you a priority in our lives.   
FORGIVENESS   Beloved of God, hear this Good News…God’s love and forgiveness never fails. By the 

grace of God, and the saving love of Jesus Christ, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers 

them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY  Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by 
the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us so we 
may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

GROWING 
In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his prayer for his 
disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words. 
*The Gospel according to John, the 17th chapter.  All: Glory to you O Lord. 
[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, 
and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that 
you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I 
have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I 
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am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 
be one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given 
me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the 
scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so 
that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the 
world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
15I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 
16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; 
your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And 
for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you O Christ. 
 
In the days between Jesus’ ascension to heaven and Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came upon the 
apostles, Peter oversees the process whereby one of the members of the community of believers is 
chosen to be the twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy created by Judas’s treachery and death. 
A reading from the Book of Acts, chapter 1, beginning with verse 15. 
 

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 
through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—17for he 
was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one of the men who have 
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from 
the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a 
witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 
known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. 
Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship 
from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell 
on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.  The word of the Lord.  ALL: Thanks be to 
God. 
 
SERMON   The value of calling of God for wisdom in decisions    Pastor Mary Eide  
MUSIC TO MEDITATE ON Listen and be filled with God’s peace.     Michelle Young 
 

GIVING 

NOTE: Giving to support God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to (Mailing address: 
207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739  – OR – by going on our website (www.sothem.org) to 
GIVE tab to make a one time or reoccurring donation. Setting up an account with GivePlus is easy! 
 

*  OFFERING PRAYER  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us be part of 
what you are doing in the world.  Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us 
and send us in service to your world; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
* PRAYERS  AND PETITIONS (L: As one people we pray, ALL: Have mercy, O God.) 
 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING   The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift 
them to the Lord.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 
praise.  
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* WORDS OF INSTITUTION       
* LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen  

(At this time Colton Plemon, Morgan Titel, Hailey Webb  and their families will be asked forward to 
receive communion.) 

 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. In the name of the Father ☩ Son and Holy Spirit.  AMEN. 

* ANNOUNCEMENTS/BLESSING  You are what God made you to be: holy and loved, free to serve 

your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing to others, in the name of the holy and 

life-giving Trinity. Amen. 
*  ELW #494, LBW #200 SENDING HYMN “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”  next page 
* DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Share the Good News. Thanks be to God. 
*  POSTLUDE   

SCHEDULE 
Today  10:00am  - Worship w/Holy Communion and First Communion 
Monday  7pm   - AA Meeting 
Tuesday:  4-6 pm   - Food Pantry   
Friday:      10am-Noon - Food Pantry  
Sunday:   10:00am  - Worship 
     

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SIGN UP FOR LUTHER PARK BIBLE CAMP (lots of different kinds of camp experiences available.)  
Church families…ENTER CODE: Shepherdofthehill21 when you register your children for Summer 
Camp at Luther Park Bible Camp in Chetek, and then pay 50% of the total cost with your registration.  
Your congregation and Youth Group will pick up the other half of the camp costs.  (LP also has 
scholarships…camperships…if you need assistance for your half of the camp cost.)  
 
THRIFT SALE HELP and DONATIONS NEEDED for the Communitywide Thrift Sale at our church.  
Friday-Saturday, June 4th-5th .  Linda Eder (715-495-6825) will be leading this project, and is 
looking for volunteers to help with organizing donations and running the sale.  You can start bringing 
*Clean *Working *Price Labeled items to the church as early as Sunday, May 9th.  Your donations 
are gratefully accepted and will go towards this important fundraiser.  Please do NOT donate old 
electronic items because they don’t sell well, and cost us money to dispose of them.  
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church   207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  Find 
us on Facebook, too!     

Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu    Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 
Sunday School Coordinators: Chris Miller at chrisbenelli.miller@gmail.com  or Jaime Folczyk 
mjfolczyk@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com  
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