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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church- ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving” 

10th Sunday after Pentecost Service of the Word for online worship August 9, 2020 

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response  
 

GATHERING 
WELCOME and MUTUAL MINISTRY 
 
* CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS + God of goodness and mercy, help us as we open our 
hearts and confess our sins. We are overwhelmed right now by things that bring us fear 
and anxiety, and have doubt in your presence and movement in the world; We want to 
walk with Jesus, but our lack of faith starts to swallow us whole; When faced with a 
storm, we forget that God is ever-present, comforting us and giving us the peace that 
can only come through Jesus Christ. We are truly sorry and ask for your forgiveness. 
Help us to do what’s right in the days to come; Surround us and renew us with your 
grace. AMEN God is good, and loves us unconditionally, at all times and in all places. By 
grace we have been saved. In the name of Jesus our sins are forgiven. AMEN.  
 
* P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ , the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.   And also with you. 
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY  O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and 
cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and 
daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

GROWING 

PSALM 85:8-13 (Please respond with the bold text) 
ONE: 8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
ALL 9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory may dwell 
in our land.  
ONE: 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; and peace have kissed each other. 
ALL 11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down 
from heaven. 
ONE: 12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, our land will yield its increase. 
ALL 13Righteousness shall go before the LORD and shall prepare for God a pathway. 
 
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received 
in the announcement that reveals Jesus Christ and God’s saving actions through him. This 
proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans 10:5-15 
5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that "the person who 
does these things will live by them." 6But the righteousness that comes from faith says, "Do not 
say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) 7or 'Who will 
descend into the abyss?' (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? 
 "The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so 
is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, "No one 
who believes in him will be put to shame." 12For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, "Everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."  14But how are they to call on one in whom 
they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim 
him unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!" The word of the Lord Thanks be to God.   
 
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite 
their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they 
are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 
 

The Good News of the Lord according to Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 14. Glory to you O Lord. 
22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of 
Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up 
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time 
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And 
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw 
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 
27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He 
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 
cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying 
to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 
33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” The Gospel of 
the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SERMON          Pastor Mary Eide 
 
MUSIC TIME as we individually consider these questions:    Jennifer Kinblom 
 What is God doing in this story? 
 What are the people doing in this story? 
 What do you hear God telling us as individuals and as a congregation to do?  
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* THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended 
into hell.* On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

 
* OFFERTORY PRAYER Generous God, thank you for all you have given to us in life, and 
for teaching us how to joyously give back in life.  Bless the financial offering we give so 
that your work will to be done, as well as what we give of our time and talents. Amen   
 

NOTE: Remember that you can provide financial offerings via mail, go our website 
(www.sothem.org) go to GIVE tab and use a secured site to give electronically 1 time or on a 
monthly basis; or set up a payment via your bank) 

 
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  (P: Hear us O God… All: Your mercy is great)  
 
LORD’S PRAYERS  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
* BLESSING  Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and 

the Holy Spirit, the comforter bless you and keep you in eternal love.  Amen. 
 
* CLOSING HYMN “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”  (Pastor will sing 1-2, congregation vs 3-4) 
* DISMISSAL  Go in peace knowing Jesus Christ is with you always.  Thanks be to God.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
SCHEDULE /ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tuesday 4-6pm  Food Pantry  
Wednesday  2pm   LIVE with God on Facebook (short worship)  
Friday  10am-12pm  Food Pantry 
Sunday  10am   Live and in person worship (posted later at www.sothem.org ) 
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church   207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  
Find us on Facebook, too!    Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu                               
                                              Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 

 
 

http://www.sothem.org/
http://www.sothem.org/
mailto:sothlc@sothem.org
http://www.sothem.org/
mailto:meide@luthersem.edu
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Pastor will sing verses 1-2 
Congregation joins in for vs. 3-4 
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The following WORSHIP NOTES 
is provided for ANYONE to use for in-home conversation or personal reflection 
 
In today’s gospel reading, the disciples are experiencing a terrifying, life-threatening situation.  
Have you ever experienced something like this in your life?  If so, what kind of thoughts 
crossed you mind at the time?  And do you still think about or talk about this experience with 
others?  (Use the space if you’d like to write some or all of your answer)  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Too often Peter is criticized for not being faithful enough to be able to walk all the way to 
Jesus, but at least got out of the boat.  Peter’s inability to walk to Jesus exposes the limitations 
we often put on our own faith.  What limitations do you feel right now? (For example, do you 
feel like you can only have faith if a certain thing happens? Or do you only trust God in certain 
parts of your life?) 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is the greatest storm you are facing right now?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How are you coping with that storm?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We feel vulnerable and helpless in some situations.  Unfortunately, our culture teaches us that 
vulnerability is a weakness, but just the opposite is true.  Author Brene’ Brown describes 
vulnerability as "uncertainty, risk, and emotional exposure." It's that unstable feeling we get 
when we step out of our comfort zone or do something that forces us to loosen control.  She 
describes in her books how research shows time and time again that when we think of times 
that we have felt vulnerable or emotionally exposed, we are actually recalling times of 
great courage.   
What are the advantages of vulnerability?   What do we learn about ourselves when we are 
vulnerable?   
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As a Christian we are called to live and love like Jesus, and to share the Good News of what 
God did through Jesus so that all who believe can be saved…forgiven… set free to love and 
forgive others…and live eternally with God.   Have you ever told anyone about Jesus?  If so, 
how did it feel?  If not, why not?   
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 


