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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 

6th Sunday of Easter    Service of the Word  - Sr. Recognition     May 9, 2021  

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘*’ means please stand as able 
 

PRELUDE            Michelle Young 
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES  

GATHERING 

* P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ , the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (respond with the bold text)  
LEADER: See what love has been given to us, that we should be called children of God. 
ALL: By this we know love, that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, and lived and died, 
that God’s love might be made plain among us. 
LEADER: Therefore, beloved, let us not love in word or in speech, but in deed and in truth. 
ALL: Because we love one another, we know that we have passed from death into life. 
This is the victory that overcomes the world, through Jesus our risen Christ. Amen. 
Ruth Duck, Bread for the Journey, Ruth Duck, ed., Pilgrim Press, 1981, p.44. 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY  O God, pour your love into our hearts so that we live our daily lives 
loving you above all things.  May this love then pour out into the interactions we have 
with others, whether in-person or through technology.  Holy Spirit, open our eyes, 
hearts, minds, and lives to see others the way Jesus does, so we can understand how 
they are valued by him.   Amen. 
 

GROWING 
The Bible tells us that Cornelius was a Roman commander of the Italian Regiment.  He and his family 
were faithful and worshiped God.  He prayed regularly to God and freely gave to the poor.  The Holy 
Spirit reveals to Peter his ministry for Jesus Christ is not limited to Jews alone, and that God shows 
no partiality to any one group of people.  The Holy Spirit works to bring these two men, a Jew and a 
Gentile together, as men are sent by Cornelius to bring Peter to his home.  Hear what happens when 
the faithful follow God’s lead to share the Good News of Jesus.  A reading of Chapter 10 from the 
Book of Acts. 
 
23bThe next day (Peter) got up and went with them, and some of the believers from Joppa 
accompanied him. 24 The following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and 
had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 On Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling 
at his feet, worshiped him. 26 But Peter made him get up, saying, “Stand up; I am only a 
mortal.” 27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found that many had assembled; 28 and he said 
to them, “You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but 
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God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I 
came without objection. Now may I ask why you sent for me?” 
30 Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I was praying in my house 
when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me. 31 He said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has 
been heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask 
for Simon, who is called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ 33 Therefore 
I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now all of us are here in the 
presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.” 
 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on 
a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but 
to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 
out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit 
just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days.  The word of the Lord  Thanks be to God. 

    
SERMON              Pastor Mary Eide 
MUSIC TO MEDITATE ON Listen and be filled with God’s peace.    Michelle Young 
 

GIVING 
SENIOR RECOGNITION today we are recognizing:  
Chloe Simpson   Cullen Schlewitz   Lane Lee    
Logan Smith    Mitchell Ruppelt   Morgan Kinblom    
Sydney Wenzel  Zane Clemmens   Brett Rosenthal  
Dear friends: Life presents us with various significant milestones that set the stage for the next phase 
in our earthly journey; and graduation from high school is one of these milestones.  Today we wish 
to honor those who are moving through this special time of accomplishment, transition and change, 
and to show them that we, their community of faith, stand with them and support them as fellow 
believers in Jesus Christ. 
Raise hands and recite blessing to graduates 
All: Dear graduates: We are delighted that you have reached this milestone in your life.  
We rejoice with you, and want you to know of our pride and excitement, as you move 
into the next phase of your life.  Wherever you go and whatever you do, you are going 
forward with our prayers for God’s continued guidance, power, protection, and strength.  
Amen. 
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P: O Lord Jesus Christ, grant to each of these graduates the knowledge of your continued presence 
as they go forth into the future.  Guide their steps.  Hold them in the hollow of your hands.  Bless 
them and keep them now and forever. Amen. 
    

NOTE: Giving to support God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to (Mailing address: 
207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739  – OR – by going on our website (www.sothem.org) to 
GIVE tab to make a one time or reoccurring donation. Setting up an account with GivePlus is easy! 
 
* OFFERING PRAYER  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us be part of 
what you are doing in the world.  Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us 
and send us in service to your world; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
* PRAYERS  AND PETITIONS (L: As one people we pray, ALL: Have mercy, O God.) 
* LORD’S PRAYERS   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen  
* ANNOUNCEMENTS 
* BLESSING  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 

Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

*  ELW #595 SENDING HYMN “Jesus Loves Me” (next page) 
* DISMISSAL/POSTLUDE  Go in peace. Share the Good News. Thanks be to God. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SCHEDULE 
Today  Happy Mother’s Day 
   10:00am  - Worship w/Senior Recognition 
Sunday School lessons 3’s to 6th graders  www.sothem.org (Faith Formation/Sunday School)   
   7:30pm  - Baccalaureate PARKING LOT Service at High School 
Monday  7pm   - AA Meeting         
Tuesday:  4-6 pm   - Food Pantry   
   6pm    - Finance Meeting 
Wednesday  “Wednesday’s Word from God” (pre-recorded devotional) 
   Noon   - Women’s luncheon 
Friday:      10am-Noon - Food Pantry  
SUNDAY:   10:00am  - Worship with Communion and 1st Communion 
   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TODAY at 7:30pm BACCALAUREATE SERVICE at the Elk Mound High School parking lot.  All are 
invited to participate in our first ever community parking lot Baccalaureate Service, where you can 
relax in the comfort of your vehicle and tune into 87.9FM on your radio to participate in the service.   

 

http://www.sothem.org/
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SIGN UP FOR LUTHER PARK BIBLE CAMP (lots of different kinds of camp experiences available.)  
Church families…ENTER CODE: Shepherdofthehill21 when you register your children for Summer 
Camp at Luther Park Bible Camp in Chetek, and then pay 50% of the total cost with your registration.  
Your congregation and Youth Group will pick up the other half of the camp costs.  (LP also has 
scholarships…camperships…if you need assistance for your half of the camp cost.)  
 
THRIFT SALE HELP and DONATIONS NEEDED for the Communitywide Thrift Sale at our church.  
Friday-Saturday, June 4th-5th .  Linda Eder (715-495-6825) will be leading this project, and is 
looking for volunteers to help with organizing donations and running the sale.  You can start bringing 
*Clean *Working *Price Labeled items to the church as early as Sunday, May 9th.  Your donations 
are gratefully accepted and will go towards this important fundraiser.  Please do NOT donate old 
electronic items because they don’t sell well, and cost us money to dispose of them.  
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church   207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  Find 
us on Facebook, too!     

Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu    Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 
Sunday School Coordinators: Chris Miller at chrisbenelli.miller@gmail.com  or Jaime Folczyk 
mjfolczyk@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com  
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