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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 

13th Sunday after Pentecost   Service of the Word      August 22nd, 2021  
 

This worship is being livestreamed.  Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your 
agreeing to be on our live broadcast.  

 
We are unaware of who has or has not received the vaccine, and so it is a personal choice as to 
whether or not an individual feels more comfortable wearing a mask.  Please respect people’s choices 
at this time, being fully aware we are gathered in this place for nearly an hour.   
NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘*’ means please stand as able 

 
PRELUDE             Jennifer Kinblom 

WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES  
GATHERING 

* P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ , the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 

 
* OPENING LITANY (Please respond with bold text) 
L:  Our faith is in the creator of heaven and earth; I believe in God, the Father almighty 
L:  God so loved the created, that he sent his only Son; I believe in Jesus Christ, who was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
L:  Jesus came to this world to teach us to love God and one another, and how to live well with and 
love our neighbors. He came with a mission from our creator; He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.   

L:  But death and sin had no hold on him, and so he went on to proclaim this good news; He 
descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again.   
L:  And then it was time for the believers to continue Jesus’ work from the Father, so He ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. 
L:  But as promised, God sent an Advocate, a helper for the universal Christian Church.  I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY  Holy God, your word feeds your people, and nourishes them for a 
life of purpose, and life that is eternal. Preserve your truth within our hearts and minds, 
so we will choose to renounce what is false and evil.  May our lives reflect your love, 
justice, and kindness.  We pray this in your Son’s name. Amen. 
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GROWING 
PRAYING BEFORE READING/HEARING GOD’S WORD  “Lord, here I am.  Show me something 

about you today; show me something about myself today.  Give me eyes to see where I 
am falling short.  Give me a heart to receive your truth.  Transform me and help me to 
engage in the world around me. Amen.  “How to Read Your Bible” IF:EQUIP/rightnow Media p. 26 

 
Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on 
Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth, 
righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the Spirit. 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, chapter 6, beginning at verse 10 
10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so that 
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of 
blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 

present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done 
everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put 

on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to 
proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able 
to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God. 

  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may 
be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an 

ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh and 
drink his blood. Some followers return to their old lives because Jesus’ words sound odd.  Simon 
Peter, on the other hand, asks the most important question: “To whom shall we go?” 
The Gospel according to John, the 6th chapter.  All: Glory to you O Lord. 
[Jesus said,] 60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can 

accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does 
this offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 
63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and 

life. 64But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were 
the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this 
reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67So Jesus 

asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can 
we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are the 
Holy One of God.”   The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 

 
SERMON                Pastor Mary Eide 
Green 495  HYMN OF THE DAY “Lead On, O King Eternal”  p. 5    
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GIVING 

NOTE: Giving to support God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to (Mailing address: 
207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739  – OR – as a ‘bill pay’ on your bank/credit union account – 
OR – go to www.sothem.org to GIVE tab to make a one time or reoccurring donation. Setting up 
an account with GivePlus offers you control on amount and timing of your giving.   

* OFFERING PRAYER  Jesus, Bread of life,  we are blessed to be called your disciples, and to 

be part of what you are doing in the world.  Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  

Abide with us, and continue to nourish our lives with your presence.  Amen. 
 
* PRAYERS  AND PETITIONS (L: God, in your mercy, All: Hear our prayer.) 

* LORD’S PRAYERS   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen  
 
* ANNOUNCEMENTS/BLESSING  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys 

with us, ☩ be upon you now and forever.  Amen. 

*  Green #464 SENDING HYMN “You Are the Way ” (last page) 
* DISMISSAL  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  Thanks be to God. 
 

SCHEDULE 
TODAY  10:00am  - Worship   
   11:00am  - Fellowship  
MONDAY  12-6pm  - Blood Drive 

   6:30pm  - Church Council Meeting 
   7pm   - AA Meeting 
TUESDAY  4-6pm  - Food Pantry 
WEDNESDAY 9am   - “How to read your Bible” study (final class) 

   Pastor Mary at Women’s Retreat in Chetek Wed. & Thur. 
FRIDAY:        10am-Noon - Food Pantry 
SUNDAY:   10:00am  - Worship with Baptism (Dominic Schoch)  

   11:00am  - Special 90th Birthday Fellowship for Diane DeMoe (see below) 
    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
8/29 90th Birthday Fellowship for Diane DeMoe.  Let’s have a ‘Card Party’ and send Diane lots of 
Birthday cards N7315 State Rd 40, Colfax, WI 54730 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: (Check out our website too)  
9/1/21 7pm 7th-8th grade Confirmation Parent and student meeting;  

9/8/21 3:20 7th-8th Grade first Confirmation class + 6pm Spaghetti dinner/info meeting for 8th-12th 
graders  
9/12/21 RALLY DAY EVENTS…9:15am Sunday School event for entire family +during worship we’ll 
have Blessing of the Backpacks + 3rd grade Bibles/4th grade Small Catechism;  

AUTUMN FEST is coming on Sunday, OCTOBER 3rd.  We will have signup sheets out soon for ways 
you can help before, during and after this fun event.   

http://www.sothem.org/
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If you’d like to follow the story of the Schweers’ family journey toward their son’s birth, you can visit 
Ariel's Site: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/archerschweers 
Site Name: archerschweers 
 
 
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church   207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  Find 
us on Facebook, too!     

Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu    Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 
Sunday School Coordinators: Chris Miller at chrisbenelli.miller@gmail.com  or Jaime Folczyk 
mjfolczyk@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com  

 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License  
#SAS028313. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
One License Podcast / Streaming License A-724679 

 
 
BIBLE STUDY THOUGHTS/OBSERVATIONS  
OBSERVE ________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
INTERPRET What does this text make you understand about God?  People of the 1st century?  What 
call to action to you hear for believers/scoffers/enemies? 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
APPLY What do you hear God telling YOU? Inspiring you? Causing you to consider about your faith 
or life?  Do you find HOPE? ENCOURAGEMENT?  JUDGMENT? Is God asking you to go deeper? 
Does God offer wisdom for our congregation?   
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/archerschweers
mailto:sothlc@sothem.org
http://www.sothem.org/
mailto:meide@luthersem.edu
mailto:chrisbenelli.miller@gmail.com
mailto:mjfolczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:barbvadnais1@gmail.com


5 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Domain  

 
 



6 
 

Public Domain  
 

 


