
 
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church- ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving” 

9th Sunday after Pentecost   Communion Sunday     August 2nd,  2020 

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘*’  
 
WELCOME AND MUTUAL MINISTRY MESSAGES  

 
GATHERING 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We have the unwavering love of God, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.  
Amen.  Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection.  God who 
knows everything about us, we confess that we do not always trust your abundance, and we 
deny your presence in our lives.  We place our hope in ourselves, and rely on our own efforts.  
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.  We have feared difference, and have not 
always welcome others, as you have welcomed us.  We sin in thought, word, and deed. By 
your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.  Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of 

divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained 

grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For hope does not disappoint  
Amen. 
 
P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.   And also with you. 
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and 
you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both 
body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

GROWING 

 PSALM 145:8-9, 14-21  (Please respond by reading the bold text) 
8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.  
14The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them their food in due season. 
16You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
17You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works.  
18You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully. 
19You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry and save them. 
20You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall destroy. 
21My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and 
ever. 
 



Today we will hear two comparison stories about the kingdoms the people of the 1st century were 
either LIVING IN, or LEARNING ABOUT through Jesus.  Unlike the previous weeks, these 
comparison stories are NOT parables, but true life stories that help to contrast the human leadership 
in Israel, versus the divine leadership offered in the kingdom of heaven.   
 
 The Good News according to the Gospel of Matthew the 14th chapter  All: Glory to you O Lord     
3For Herod had arrested John (the Baptist), bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, 
his brother Philip's wife, 4because John had been telling him, "It is not lawful for you to have 
her." 5Though Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared the crowd, because they regarded him as 
a prophet. 6But when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the company, 
and she pleased Herod 7so much that he promised on oath to grant her whatever she might 
ask. 8Prompted by her mother, she said, "Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a 
platter." 9The king was grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he commanded it to 
be given; 10he sent and had John beheaded in the prison. 11The head was brought on a platter and 
given to the girl, who brought it to her mother. 12His disciples came and took the body and buried it; 
then they went and told Jesus.  Here ends this reading.   
 
Herod Antipas was a puppet ruler in Israel, for the Roman Empire.  He had married his brother’s wife, 
before his brother’s death, an act that alienated the Jews he ruled over.  Despite this, Herod had 
great support from well-to-do Jews, known as the Herodians, He also had close ties to the Roman 
imperial family. Herod had a lust for power and women.  His birthday feast was most likely a lavish 
meal with much to eat and drink, and only rich and powerful people present.   
 
13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a boat 
to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the 
towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured 
their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and 
the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They 
replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 
19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he 
looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over 
of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 
women and children.  The Gospel of our Lord.  All: Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SERMON  A servant leader, compassionately feeding and leading Pastor Mary Eide 
 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into 
hell.* On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

 

* PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (P: Hear us O God, All: Your mercy is great.  



GIVING 
OFFERTORY PRAYER Generous God, thank you for all you have given to us, and for teaching 
us how to joyously give back in life.  Bless the financial offering we give, so that your work 
will to be done.  Bless all the ways we give of our time and talents. Amen   
 

 

NOTE: Remember that you can provide financial offerings via mail, go our website (www.sothem.org) 
go to GIVE tab and use a secured site for a one-time electronic giving, or set up monthly giving) 

 
* P: The Lord be with you    ALL: And also with you  
  P:  Lift up your hearts    ALL: We lift them to the Lord 
  P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. ALL: It is right to give thanks and praise  
* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

* LORD’S PRAYERS   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
COMMUNION (The ushers will dismiss you by rows.  Please maintain a 6-foot distance from the 
person in front of you.  Please stand before Pastor Mary at the stairs by the altar where you will have 
a wafer placed in your hand.  You can select a cup with wine or white grape juice, returning the used 
cup on the tray. Children can be brought forward for a blessing) 
 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
* ANNOUNCEMENTS  Ruby’s Pantry next Saturday at High School parking lot.  Volunteers can  

     arrive by 7am.   
     Baptism of Erek Hanson will be out front immediately following worship. 

 
* BLESSING  Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter 

bless you and keep you in eternal love.  Amen. 
#461 ELW  All Who Hunger, Gladly Gather vs. 1-2  (masks on please)  on NEXT PAGE 
 
DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
SCHEDULE /ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tuesday 4-6pm  Food Pantry  
Wednesday  2pm  LIVE with God on Facebook (short worship)  
Friday  10am-12pm  Food Pantry 
Saturday 7:30-10am    Ruby’s Pantry at Elk Mound high school parking lot 
Sunday  10am   Live worship (posted later in the day at www.sothem.org  
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WORSHIP NOTE for “Beheading of John the Baptist, and Feeding of the 5,000” [Mt. 14:3-21] 
T 

Over the past several weeks we have heard Jesus use parables, comparison stories, that were 
meant to teach about the kingdom of heaven.  He wanted to teach the crowds who followed him and 
his disciples, that they had another choice of a kingdom they could live in, and a ruler to follow.  His 
message is also meant for us, to encourage us to allow God to rule in our lives.   Today’s two 
readings from the Gospel of Matthew compare true life events that illustrate the shocking difference 
between human ruler/kingdom and what our love God offers all who believe. 
 
1. Before we dig into these Bible texts, think back to experiences you’ve had with school teachers,  

coaches, bosses at workplaces, or leaders of an organizations you’ve been part of in the past.  
List 2-3 qualities they had as leaders that you APPRECIATED and 2-3 you thought were not good 
for the larger group (class, team, business, organization) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Which leader would you try to be more like when, you get into a leadership position?  And why?   
___________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Both readings tell of someone who “hosted a meal”, but the hosts, meals, and the guests were 

quite different from one another.  In our Opening Prayer, we prayed aloud:  
Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this 
food fill all the starving world.   

Which ‘host’  of the two feasts described in today’s two Gospel readings, offers his ‘guests the 
kind of food that satisfies both body and spirit? Explain why?   

___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. As Christians, we are followers of Jesus Christ, the Son of God…disciples of Jesus in the 21st 

century.  Re-read the 2nd story about Jesus feeding the 5,000 (which by the way only counts the 
men, so there was likely somewhere between 10,000-15,000 in the crowd he fed).  WHAT does 
Jesus tell his disciples to do?  And what are ways WE can do something similar today?     

___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
One way YOU, your friends and family members can help feed people, is to help out with Ruby’s 
Pantry food distribution THIS COMING Saturday, August 8th.  We will be gathering at the Elk 
Mound High School parking lot.  Volunteers can come between 7-7:30am as we begin to pre-pack 
the food for our guests.  MASKS are required, and if you need one we will have some available.   
We are looking for volunteers to assist with this distribution.  
 If you haven’t volunteered at Ruby’s in 2020, you need to register as a volunteer before coming.  
Registration has to be done online at:  https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer 
 
IF you want to get a share of food, $20 cash donation is all that is needed.   It's necessary to have 
cleared space in the trunk of your vehicle so volunteers can easily place the food in your vehicle.   
 

https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer

