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January-February 2020  Newsletter
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 

 

THOUGHTS  FROM  PASTOR  MARY 
Happy New Year Everyone! 
Well folks, I’m writing this the week before Christmas…and there is still so much to do…so this 
month’s note is going to be short and sweet.  I am constantly amazed at what we as a small 
congregation accomplish each year - in the way of living into our Mission Statement (listed just above).  
Yes, there is more we can accomplish and new ways we as individuals, families and a congregation can 
deepen our faith.  When you think about it, our faith lives are like the Bible…living and always being 
experienced in new ways.  Such a revelation gives us the freedom to try new things: new faith practices, 
new ways to pray, to worship, new opportunities to get to know one another better. and to know and 
love God more.  I feel extremely blessed to be on this life and faith journey with you all.  Thank you for 
your adventurous spirit, and devotion to God and all God is calling us to do and be in God’s world. 
 
Please make plans to participate in our Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 26th.  It’s a 
time to celebrate what God has led us to do and be as a body of Christ in 2019, as well imagine where 
the Holy Spirit has in store for us in 2020.  There are financial decisions to be made, so your voice and 
vote are welcome.   Please celebrate the New Year safely! 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you all the New Year through, 
Pastor Mary 
 
 

FUTURE  DATES 
Sat., Jan. 11th – 7am Ruby’s Pantry 
Wed. Jan. 15th – 5pm Senior Graduation Quilting Night 
Sun., Jan. 27th – 10am Worship with Annual Meeting & Potluck following 
Sat., Feb. 8th  – 9:30am-Noon Luther Park Annual Meeting 
Sat., Feb. 22nd – 9am at UW-Eau Claire Davies Center 
 

WEATHER  RELATED   CANCELATIONS  
It’s possible upcoming winter storms will require us to cancel worship and/or Sunday School.  We will 
be posting any closures on our Facebook page, we will contact WEAU and WQOW, and will try to get 
an email out to those on the Feeding the Flock email list.   
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 January 26th in the sanctuary, after a shortened worship service; a potluck will follow.  
Movie time for children during meeting.  Sign-up sheet for potluck will be in Gathering Area.  Send 
reports to sothlc@sothem.org. Along with our celebration of a great year, we also have important work 
to do together.  Please make a point of being at the meeting.  All reports are due by January 5th 
and sent to Dale Adams at daleadams80@outlook.com  
 

LIVING OUT OUR FAITH 
Epiphany - The Magi Star 
January 6th the church remembers how the 3 Magi/Kings visited Jesus and his family.  It is also the final day of 
the 12 Days of Christmas.  Here is  a fun way YOUR family to live out the joy of giving beyond Christmas and 
January 6th.   You can use a star ornament from your tree, create a star for your family, or pick up one at church. 
Then follow these instructions:  

The Magi Star -The family member who has the star (the Magus) secretly does an act of kindness  
for another family member, then sneaks the star on to that person’s pillow  
so that they can be the next magus.  How long can you keep the Magi Star going around the family? 

 

WORSHIP 
Plenty of opportunities to assist in worship.  Sign-up sheets are in the Gathering Area for 
Lectors, Ushers, Communion Assistants, Acolytes or for Altar Guild.  See clipboards located on one of 
the smaller tables in the Gathering Area.  Having volunteers AHEAD OF TME, for each of these 
positions help so much on Sundays.  If you have any questions about the responsibilities of these roles, 
please talk to Tim Jenson (ushering), Keith Lee or Kris Jenson for Communion Assistants, Acolytes or 
Lector (Reader).  Talk to Claudeen Oebser if you’d like to be part of our Altar Guild team (setting up 
communion/change paraments) or for changing banners for church seasons.  

 

EDUCATION 
Sunday School...will get back into the swing of things beginning January 5th.  Don’t forget that the 
High School and Adult class is meeting in the Sanctuary at 9am on Sunday’s.  The format for this 
group is to look a little deeper into the Bible readings of the day.   
 
7th and 8th Grade Confirmation back on schedule as of January 8th.  In the New Year we will 
begin to learn more about The Lord’s Prayer, and how it helps strengthen our understanding of how to 
live our Christian faith out daily.  Don’t forget to sign-up to Acolyte for the New Year. 
 
WOMEN’S WINTER BIBLE STUDY: We are called!   Begins Wednesday, January 22nd at 1pm, 
Pastor Mary will be leading the study.   
Reformer Martin Luther used the word “vocation” or “calling” to refer to all aspects of human life. We 
are called to respond to God not just in our personal relationship with God but in our relationships with 
family and friends, in our work, and in our communities.  This four-part Bible study will explore stories 
from both the Old and New Testament.  As we reflect on how our biblical forebears heard and 
responded to God’s call, we will gain insight into how God is calling us—and how God may be calling 
others through us. 
Session 1:  Hearing God’s Call comes in different ways 
Session 2:  The Call of Jesus to Paul and all of us. 
Session 3:  Called to Serve our neighbor 
Session 4:  Calling Networks  in relationships and communities  
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OUTREACH 
Hats, Mittens and Coats…Winter is officially here.  Children and adults in our community need 
cold weather clothing items.  Can you help by providing new or gently used/clean items?  
Hats and mittens/gloves can go on the Hats/Mitten tree in the Gathering Area; coats and snow pants 
can be placed on the clothing rack downstairs or left by the Mitten tree.  Thank you for your 
generosity!    

 
PANCAKES AND SCRAMBLED EGG BREAKFAST 

Open to the entire community 
When: Saturday, February 8, 2020 

7-9:00 A.M. 
Where: Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church 

Menu:  All you can eat pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, 
yogurt, milk, orange juice, and coffee. 

Suggested donation of $6 per person 
***10% of the proceeds will be donated back to the Elk Mound 

Powerlifting Club*** 
NEEDED: Volunteers, eggs, donations for sausages.  See Sign-Up 
board at church to volunteer, and contact Rita Lee for donations 
(Home: 715-874-6310). 

 
THANK YOU 
So much happened throughout the month of December, and there are so many people to thank.  Not to 
mention those people who keep us open and running throughout the year: 
 Thanks to…the entire Sunday School staff and students for all their hard work in preparing for the 

Christmas Program Joy Story.  It took a LOT of people to make this happen…children, youth band 
members and adults…even Mr. Murphy volunteered time to help our band.  Don’t want to try and 
list all the names, for fear of missing someone.  Sincere thanks to ALL!   A special thanks is needed 
for Vicki Adams.  She poured so much time and effort into the program, wanting to make it a fun 
way for the children to learn the story of Jesus’ birth.   

 Many thanks to those mighty lefse rollers, cooks, and packing team.  Their delicious lefse, along 
with donated baked goods, handmade items were all wonderful items sold at the Women of the 
ELCA sale on December 15th 

 Thanks to Sue Suechting for organizing this year’s Christmas for Kids for our congregation.  Also, 
thanks to the many who donated to this cause, and that includes those who donated to this year’s 
Christmas Love Lights program.   

 Thanks to Linda O’Mara, Edie Litzkow, Tracie Clemmens for organizing the Christmas Love Lights 
this year.  Not only did we add a bit of color and light to the dark skies in town, we raised a 
significant amount of money to help with the Christmas for Kids AND our General Operating Fund  

 As mentioned in last year’s January newsletter, we had thought about adding a Blue Christmas 
Service to correspond with the Christmas Love Lights.  We DID have the service, AND a Soup 
Supper ahead of time.  Thank you for everyone who attended, brought food, cleaned up and 
participated in the service. 

 Thank you to the Christmas Love Lights donors…there were 80 colored lights on the tree. That is a 
success!!! 

 

Sara Ausman 
Green: Beverly Ausman, Angeline 
Wolf, George Wolf 
Blue: Emma Ausman & Baby 
Ausman 
 

Sandy Barth 
Green: Leonard & Angelina Barth, 
Lloyd Olson 
Red: Violet Olson 
 

Bud & Barb Barum 
Green: Roderick Barum, Son,  
Family members 
Blue: Lynn Barum, Daughter 
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Audrey Bracher 
Gold: Allen, Gilbert & Calvin 
Christianson, Brothers, James, Carl & 
Ed Hoff, Foster Brothers/Cousins 
Green: Carol Tischman, Sister, 
Elmer & Mabel Christianson, Parents 
 

Carol Carlstrom 
Gold: Verl Carlstrom 

Diane DeMoe 
Green: Daniel DeMoe, Ed & Theresa 
Storberg, Albert Olson 

Bob & Linda Dempski 
Green: Lawrence Jensen, Irene 
Jensen, Fred Dempski, Marnie 
Dempski, Art Dempski, Stan 
Dempski, David Reed 
 

Lyn & Judy Dieter 
Green: Doris Dieter Smith, Inez 
Jenson 

 

Pr. Mary & Randy Eide 
Red: Camryn & Caylee Adams, Emma 
& Henry Maynard, Shirley Eide 
Gold: Randy Eide, Richard Eide 

 

Jennifer Flategraff 
Green: Donald Flategraff 

Karen Gugel 
Green: Jerome Gugel, David Gugel 
Red: Teresa Gugel 
 

Billy & Betty Heltne 
Green: Marvelyn Dean, Donald 
Dean, Mary Dean, David Dean 
Red: Vivian Heltne 
Gold: Marvin Heltne 
 

Faylene Howe 
Gold: Glen Howe 
Green: Lynn Keilholz, Pal & Olive 
Howe, Len & Dot Keilholz 

Vic & Lori Jenson 
Blue: Mark Jenson 
Gold: Vic Jenson, Living Veteran-
Army, Steven Jenson, Active-Navy 
Green: Inez Jenson, Albin Hanevold 
 

Courtney & Sarah Larson 
Green: Ruth Lewis, Lorraine Larson, 
Joe Larson, Walter Lewis 

Keith & Rita Lee 
Blue: Scott Lee 
Green: Jerry Lee, Sylvia Lee, Earlin 
Bennes 
 

Jim & Claudeen Oebser 
Green: Lottie Oebser 
Red: Patti Patefield, Friend with 
terminal brain cancer 

Carol Stuckert 
Green: Arthur Scharlow, Father, 
Laura Scharlow, Mother 

Steve & Holly Sweeney 
Gold: Russ Nelson, Holly’s Dad 
Green: Mary K. St. John, Holly’s 
Mom 
Red: Gary Schraufnagle, Cousin 
 

  

 

ACTIVITIES/ENTERTAINMENT 
Senior Graduation Quilting Night 3rd Wednesday  Jan. 15th Feb. 19th  @ 5pm.  There are still a 
number of quilts to be made, so any help you could provide is much appreciated.  Barb Vadnais is the 
POC for this, and can be contacted at 715-308-0252 or barbvadnais1@gmail.com 
 
FUNDRAISER PANCAKES & SCRAMBLED EGGS BREAKFAST, Saturday, February 8th – 
All hands on deck! .  Yes, once again it falls on a Ruby’s Pantry Saturday, and that’s all the more reason 
we will need LOTS of volunteers to make food, donate, serve and clean up.  Rita Lee and Sarah Larson 
are organizing this major fundraiser. 
 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, February 22nd to participate in 11TH ANNUAL WALKING 
TOGETHER EVENT  at the UW- EC Davies Center.  This day of learning and workshops is designed 
for people around the Northwest Synod to collaborate, hear about best practices in congregational 
ministry, get inspired, and explore new faith practices that connect us with one another and with God! 

This year’s theme is PRACTICE NOT PERFECT. 

Registration for  the entire day (with lunch) is only $25.  You can register online at 
http://nwswi.org/walking-together  - OR – register by mail using the registration forms available on the 
bulletin board near the church office.   
 
 
 

mailto:barbvadnais1@gmail.com
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WOMEN’S Day of Renewal, April 25, 2020, St. Johns Lutheran Church, Eau Claire 
Speaker: Julie Court, Theme: Beauty of Transformation, time 9am-1pm 
 
W-ELCA Announcement: the ELCA newsletter and events information is moving towards being 
online as a cost saving measure. If you would like the e-newsletter to be sent to you give your email 
address to Sandy Barth or Claudeen Oebser (coebser@gmail.com). Your email will be sent to the 
person who manages the website. 

 

GIVING MATTERS 
GIVING ENVELOPES – Once again we are using the newer Giving Envelopes.  It’s always 
important that you write your name on the front of the envelope, in order for your 
donation to be noted in your giving statement.  Because there are no dates on the envelope, 
you may still have envelopes left to use for 2020.  Keep using what you have and let Barb Vadnais 
know when you need more.   You can always find extra envelopes in the Gathering Area at church. 

FAQ: What if I want to give to something other than the General Operating Fund? 
You can always note in the MEMO section of your check AND on your envelope 
if you’d like a portion of the check to go to Benevolence, Building Fund, ELCA World 
Hunger, or donate for a Memorial. 

FAQ: What if I want to give to Luther League/Youth Group or the Women of the  

 ELCA  These groups have bank accounts entirely separate from our congregation’s  

 Accounts, so please do NOT include checks for these groups in your church envelopes.  
Don’t forget…you can also give electronically by either using: 

 GIVE+ online financial giving option, found only on our church website (www.sothem.org) or  
Simply Giving (forms available at church and can be mailed to you). 

 
AND…there is giving that comes to us from: 

 Thrivent Choice  If you are a Thrivent member…we encourage you to utilize this program 
to have donations made to an organization near and dear to your heart.  (It does not have to 
be the church.)  Check with your Thrivent agent to be sure you are utilizing this 
option. If you have NOT received a recent email from the church regarding 
Thrivent Choice deposits made in 2019,  we did NOT receive a deposit with your 
name on it this year.   

 Smile Amazon (where a percentage of your purchases through the Smile Amazon 
website, are donated to the church). Go to SmileAmazon.com to find our church and 
designate the church as to where the Smile Amazon Foundation will donate a percentage of 
your purchase. 

 
 
NOVEMBER 30, 2019 Balances 

Independence State Bank Balance  $    5,363.18 
Mortgage Balance  $105,894.49 
Year-to Date Income   $129,874.70 
Year-to-Date Expenses -138,825.28 

DEFICIT ($ 8,950.58) 
 
AND…there is giving that comes to us from: 

 Thrivent Choice  If you are a Thrivent member…we encourage you to utilize this program 
to have donations made to an organization near and dear to your heart.  (It does not have to 
be the church.)  Check with your Thrivent agent to be sure you are utilizing this option. If you 
have NOT received a recent email from the church regarding Thrivent Choice deposits made 
in 2019,  we did NOT receive a deposit with your name on it this year.   

mailto:coebser@gmail.com
http://www.sothem.org/
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LUTHER PARK BIBLE CAMP 
You can still make a financial gift to the new Ministry Center at Luther Park Bible Camp.  Pledge 
Forms are available in the Gathering Area, and donations made through the church in 202021 
will be doubled with matching funds!  Submit checks to SHEPHERD OF THE HILL, Memo: 
LPBC CAMPAIGN   

 

YOUTH 
Wednesday, December 4th, our 7th-8th grade Confirmation class decorated the Christmas Tree and the 
inside of the building.  It took a bit longer than expected, so we didn’t get to play any games or eat 

additional snacks ☹  Next December let’s plan on getting the lights on AHEAD of time, AND having 
more members join in the fun!  
 
MISSION TRIP 2020 is set for June 14-19 at Lake Traverse, SD.  We have 12 spots reserved at 
this time, and  that includes youth (6th grade-graduating 12 graders) and adult chaperones.  Youth and 
adult chaperones interested in this week of serving others, meeting new people, learning and lots of 
fun need to contact Pastor Mary TODAY…need to have commitments by January 2nd 
(contact Pastor at 715-308-0652 or meide@luthersem.edu).  A $50 deposit (non-refundable) is 
required for each person to hold your spot.  Our goal is to raise $1,200 or more for the trip, 
which would limit the cost per person to $50 plus a small amount for expenses that week.   
 

Women of ELCA 
Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church 

October 9, 2019 
 

The Women of the ELCA met on October 9, 2019, at 12:00 noon with 11 ladies present. 
 

Linda Eder and Carol Stuckert served our lunch. 
 

The business meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m. by President Sandy Barth. 
 

Linda Dempski gave a presentation on the paraments used for the different church seasons of the year and the 
significance of the colors used for each season.   She used the pulpit paraments as examples.  
 

Sandy Barth gave devotions on the subject of forgiving others and a Bible reading from the book of Colossians. 
 

The minutes from the special meeting of September 1 and from September 11, 2019, were read by Secretary 
Carol Stuckert.  Motion by Linda Dempski and second by Lorie Jenson to approve the minutes of September 1 
and September 11--Motion passed. 
 

Linda Eder distributed the September Treasurer’s report showing a balance of $1,842.75. 
 

Pastor Mary purchased a supply of Children’s Bibles.  The W-ELCA gifts all newly baptized babies with a Bible.  
Linda Eder will reimburse Pastor Mary. 
 

A supply of candles is needed for All Saints Day, Christmas and Lent.  Motion by Pastor Mary and second by 
Carol Heimstead to purchase the candles--motion passed. 
 

Announcements:  a)A noisy offering will be held on October 20 to help with shipping costs for Lutheran World 
Relief; b)a 2020 Youth Works Mission Trip planning meeting will be held on October 27; c)a Luther Park guest 
speaker will be here on November 3 to talk about their renovation/ buildng campaign; d) the W-ELCA 
Christmas luncheon will be held on December 18 and the program will be on Elk Mound history/memories; 
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e)Ruby’s Pantry, Sunday School program practice and lefse- making will all take place on December 14; 
f)Children’s Christmas program and the W-ELCA bake/craft sale will be held on December 15; and a Blue 
Christmas service will be held on December 4.  
 

Old Business: 
Carol Stuckert indicated that we had not designated all of last year’s bake/craft sale funds.  She made a motion 
to donate $1000 to the general fund of Shepherd of the Hill, second by Sandy Barth, —motion passed. 
 

New Business:   
President Barth distributed a sign-up sheet for next year’s lunch and devotions.  She also announced that it was 
time to elect officers for next year.  She indicated that because of health reasons she would like someone else 
to serve as president. 
 

We prayed the Lord’s Prayer and the meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m.  
 

Addendum:  W-ELCA Lutheran World Relief project—we sent 6 quilts, 5 health kits, 16 baby kits and 17 school 
kits.  We also have 2 quilts for Bolton Refuge House and 2 for Sacred Heart Hospital Palliative Care unit. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Shepherd of the Hill Council Minutes 
                                                                                           November 17, 2019 
 
Meeting called to order at 11:25 AM by Greg Kinblom, president.     
 
Members present:  Dale Adams, Linda Eder, Kris Jenson, Greg Kinblom, Keith Lee, Rita Lee, Linda O’Mara, 
DiAnna Scheffler, John Silvernale, Holly Sweeney, Tony Zimmer, Pastor  Mary Eide.  
 
Members absent:   Sandy Barth, Betty Heltne, Rich Wadell 
 
Devotions:   Pastor Mary 
 
Mutual Ministry:   Prayers for Bud Barum and Mike Kubba. 
 
God Sightings:   Several council members shared God Sightings.     
 
Agenda:  Motion was made by Keith Lee to accept the agenda, seconded by DiAnna Scheffler.  Motion passed. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Motion was made by Dale Adams to accept the 10/20/19 council minutes, seconded by 
Holly Sweeney.  Motion passed.    
 
Treasurers Report:  Holly Sweeney made a motion to file the October financial report for audit, seconded by 
DiAnna Scheffler.  Motion passed. 
Next Finance Committee meeting will be on Dec. 11, 2019.    Finance Committee is working on the 2020 church 
budget to present to the council. 
 
Benevolence:  No distributions from the benevolence fund at this time.   
 
Old Business:  None 
 

New Business:  Pastor Mary informed us that we are having major computer issues in the secretary’s office.   
We have two computers- one old one and a newer-used one.  Both are having issues.  Travis Wenzel has been 
here several times trying to get things working.  Basically, in the near future, we may need to purchase a new 
computer and the updated Microsoft Office.   Microsoft Office is now an app with an annual subscription fee of 
$100.  Pastor Mary will get recommendations from Travis.  Council may need to call a special meeting to discuss 
the purchase of a new computer should it be needed.   
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      Reminder-  Annual Meeting will be held on Jan. 26, 2020 after church.  Dale Adams is helping with the 
annual report.  Reports for the annual meeting are due on Jan 5th. 
      Members leaving the council- Rita Lee and Betty Heltne are completing their second terms;  Linda Eder is 
completing her first term and wishes to come off of council; and Greg Kinblom is finishing his first time and is 
deciding if he would like to run for a second term or not.      
    2019 Nominating Committee is Dale Adams, Keith Lee, Greg Kinblom, DiAnna Scheffler, and Carol Stuckert. 
     Shepherd’s Fund Committee is Betty Heltne, Ken Millermon, Sandy Barth, Steve Sweeney, Barb Vadnais, 
Kris Jenson, Sarah Larson, Alison Young, and Linda O’Mara.  They will need to meet to make recommendations 
on how to distribute the interest from the Shepherd’s Fund.  That recommendation will go to church council and 
to the congregation at the annual meeting.  We will need that recommendation for the annual report.   
      Audit Committee is Sarah Larson, Edie Litzkow, and Alison Young.    
 
Committee Reports: 
Property:   We had furnace issues this week.  Terry called and it was repaired.  We have not received the bill.    
It was also noted the humidifier that was donated for the basement has been delivered.   
Social Concerns:    
- Mounder Meals are going well.  81 bags packed and delivered each week.   
- The new “used” refrigerator is in place and being utilized for more fresh produce from Feed My People.  The 
food pantry committee met at 10 am on Friday, November 8.  Food Pantry is being well utilized.  There are 
vouchers for milk and eggs from Kwik Trip that have been purchased thru Feed My People.  The Elk Mound 
Area Homemakers are graciously providing the fixings for Thanksgiving meal to two families.  The committee 
discussed trying to organize the freezers better- all the meat in one place, pizzas in one place, etc.  Also, the 
committee decided that the food pantry would be closed on December 24th and 31st due to the holidays.  It was 
not determined if Monday before the holidays would be workable or not.  Signs will be posted. 
- Shepherd of the Hill will once again sponsor a family for Christmas.  It was decided not to go thru Christmas is 
for Kids with the United Way, but to keep it local.  Sue Suetching is working with Mr. Hanson at the elementary 
school.  Barum and Big Elk Creek started doing this last year with good response.  The hope is if people in the 
congregation know it is a local family in the community, the response will be greater.  More to come and Sue will 
provided gift ideas and sizes in the future.  The family will remain unknown. 
- The cold weather is upon us already.  The mitten/hat tree is in the gathering area.  Any donations will be taken 
to the elementary school. 
- Thanksgiving cards have been sent to the elderly/shut-ins of the congregation.    
Youth:   Two youth and one adult recently attending Godstock.  Luther League funds paid for their attendance. 
Education:  No report. 
Worship:   No report  
Stewardship:  The committee met a couple of weeks ago.  A stewardship letter is being drafted.   
Evangelism:  No report. 
 
Ruby’s Pantry:  Next date- Dec. 14, 2019.  We are always looking for more volunteers.     
 
Pastor’s Report:   
PASTOR’S REPORT  11/20/19 
Since our last meeting, I’ve been busy with a number of ministry activities within the congregation surrounding 
WORSHIP, FAITH FORMATION, SECRETARIAL DUTIES, YOUTH, OUR ONLINE PRESENCE, FINANCE 
and STEWARDSHIP.  I’ve also been out in the community visiting members, passing out candy on Halloween, 
at events at the schools, participating in an action team focused on Mental Health for Health Dunn Right, and as 
a member of the Chippewa Valley W-ELCA Conference Summer Retreat Committee. 
WORSHIP: The 9th Graders were Affirmed in their Baptism on October 27th, and I was so very proud of how 
they presented themselves as worship leaders and with their faith statements.  Last week we had a speaker from 
Luther Park speak about their Capital Campaign for a new ministry building.  It was dubbed “Bible Camp 
Sunday” and the theme ran through Sunday School, worship and even fellowship.  I would like to make this an 
annual event in November, when the Summer Camp registration opens up.  I would like to get more people 
involved in imagining what this could look like in the future:  leading camp songs, providing more of a camp 
atmosphere, sharing pictures and stories of experiences at camp.  Our new Luther Park code for summer camp 
registration is SOTH50%2020.  The camp has been gifted the money to begin building the facility, and they 
have already begun.  Now the push is to get donations, with $500,000 of matching funds available IF the money 
flows through the churches.  Our bookkeeper already has a dedicated fund created for tracking these donations.   
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I’ve also got much of the Blue Christmas worship and soup supper planning completed.  Holly Sweeney is 
helping with this event.  Flyers, online notices and an ad in the Colfax Messenger will be used to promote the 
event, but word of mouth is one o the best ways to accomplish this.  The evening is meant to offer an 
opportunity for community members to gather and draw strength from one another as we acknowledge that this 
particular time of year is NOT always holly and jolly for everyone.  Many of us struggle with the darkness of the 
season, the loss of loved ones and other issues that make December a trying time of year.  After the worship we 
will go outside to light the Christmas Love Lights. 
FAITH FORMATION: I continue to be involved in teaching Sunday School, Confirmation and the women’s 
monthly Bible study.  These are all important ways we as a congregation encourage faith formation within our 
congregation.  I would love to find a way to offer this on-line or in some way that could be extended to people 
who do not make it to church on Sunday’s, and those who may not even be members.  I learned we can send the  
Taking Faith Home insert to members via email, but cannot post it on online.  This may be one way to 
accomplish that goal.  Please let me know if you have suggestions or would like to be part of making this happen.   
ADVENT is fast approaching, and I purchased an Advent package with the theme “What Can’t Wait?”  Next 
Sunday we can pass out Advent Calendars and Advent Devotionals with this theme.  The package also provides 
Advent Lighting readings, sermon suggestions, and Bible study resources we’ll use for the Adult class. 
SECRETARIAL DUTIES/SERVANT KEEPER We’ve had a bump in the road in getting Servant Keeper up and 
running, because we’ve had computer issues.  Many thanks to Travis Wenzel for donating so much time in 
getting us to a point where we now have a computer with updated software and a newer computer.  I’m grateful 
for the help in getting bulletins and newsletters printed, but my I am still doing the bulk of the secretarial duties.  
This includes spending one or more days compiling information for the monthly newsletter and writing its 
contents.  This would normally be the week I would be doing this work, but with my continuing education trip to 
Arizona, I will not be able to get this done.  This task will have to be left for the following week.  
I’m working with FINANCE/STEWARDSHIP committees, and greatly appreciate their passion for informing 
the congregation on our finances and well as encouraging giving of time, talents and treasures.   
While I’m at the LEADING WELL continuing education event this week, Pastor Les Walck will be on call for 
pastoral emergencies.  He can be reached at (715) 704-0005. 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events: 
Dec. 4th- Blue Christmas 
Dec. 15th- Sunday School Christmas Program 
Dec. 24th- Christmas Eve Service at 4 PM 
Jan. 5th-  REPORTS DUE FOR ANNUAL REPORT 
Jan. 26th- Annual meeting after church 
 
Next Meeting:  Sunday, Dec 15th after church. 
  
Keith Lee made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:55, seconded by DiAnna Scheffler.  Motion passed. 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.                              Minutes submitted by Rita Lee, Secretary 
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If you’re tired of eating alone. 

If you’re tired of cooking for just two. 

If you’re just tired of cooking, or 

If you want to meet your neighbors – 
 

 

  

 
 

       COME JOIN US 

 

THE 4TH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH  

5:30 P.M.  
 

2020 Schedule 

 

 Jan. 28th    St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 

 Feb. 25th   Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran  

 Mar. 24th  Trinity United Methodist Church 

 Apr. 28th     St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 

 May 26th      Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran  

 June 23rd   Trinity United Methodist Church 

 July 28th    St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 

 Aug. 25th   Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran   

 Sept. 22nd    Trinity United Methodist Church   

 Oct. 27th    St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 

 Nov.  Thanksgiving – no supper 

 Dec. Christmas - no supper 
  

  Free, Everyone Welcome 
 

A free-will offering is available. 

Proceeds go the Elk Mound Food Pantry 
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January 2020 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

TNOTE: Thurs. AM 

Coffee & 

Conversation 

cancelled until 

staffing is 

available at The 

Junction 

  

 

DEADLINE for 

Youth MISSION 

TRIP sign-up 

10am-12pm 

Food Pantry 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Epiphany 

Sunday 

845 Sunday 

School 

10   Worship 

w/comm 

11   Fellowship 

(Gr. #1) 

       Church 

Council 

 

 

 

 

7pm AA 

Meeting 

 

 

4-6pm Food 

Pantry 

 

 

3:20-4:30pm 7th-

8th  

Confirmation 

class 

 10am-12pm 

Food Pantry 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

7:30am Ruby’s 

Pantry 

 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Baptism of our 

Lord 

845 Sunday 

School 

10   Worship 

11   Fellowship 

(Gr. #2) 

 

 

 

7pm AA 

Meeting 

 

 

4-6pm Food 

Pantry 

3:20-4:30pm  

Confirmation 

class 

5pm Senior Grad  

Quilting 

 

 10am-12pm 

Food Pantry 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

845 Sunday 

School 

10   Worship 

w/comm 

11   Fellowship 

(Gr. #3) 

        

 

 

7pm AA 

Meeting 

 

 

4-6pm Food 

Pantry 

3:20-4:30pm 7th-

8th  

Confirmation 

class 

 10am-12pm 

Food Pantry 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

845 Sunday 

School 

10   Worship 

(shortened) 

       Annual 

Congrega- 

         tional 

meeting  

11  Potluck meal 

 

 

 

 

6:30 AA Chili 

meal &  

        Meeting 

 

4-6pm Food 

Pantry 

5:30 

Community 

Meal St. 

Josephs 

 

1pm Women’s 

Bible Study/Sarah 

Circle 

3:20-4:30pm 7th-

8th  

Confirmation 

class 

 10am-12pm 

Food Pantry 

 Pastor’s Sabbath 

 



 
 

 “Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church 
207 University Street 
Elk Mound, WI 54739 
 
 


