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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 

15th Sunday after Pentecost   Holy Communion Sunday     September 5, 2021  
 

NOTE: This worship is being livestreamed.  Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your agreeing to 
be on our live broadcast.  
Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘*’ means please stand as able 

 
PRELUDE             Michelle Young 
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES  

GATHERING 

* P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 
 

* CONFESSION Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is 

sure, and whose love is endless.  Amen.  Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with 
an open heart. Silence is kept for reflection.  God our comforter: like lost sheep, we have gone 
astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  We turn our faces away from 
injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.  Free us from 
our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out to you for help.  Lead us by your love to 
love our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 
 

FORGIVENESS   All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ 

Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.  Amen. 
 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY  Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into 
health and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people 
ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

GROWING 
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. The 34th chapter of Isaiah portrayed God’s 
vengeance on Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the 
exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow with water to give drink to the returning exiles. A reading 
from the Prophet Isaiah, chapter 35, beginning at verse 4. 
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God.  He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible recompense.  He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall 
leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  For waters shall break forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground 
springs of water.  The word of the Lord.  ALL: Thanks be to God. 
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In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, a 
conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles. 
Gospel according to Mark, the 7th chapter.  All: Glory to you O Lord. 
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone 
to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an 
unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the 
woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her 
daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food 
and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your 
daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, 
in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his 
speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the 
crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to 
heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears 
were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no 
one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded 
beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the 
mute to speak.”  The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Pastor Mary Eide  
ELW #617 HYMN OF THE DAY ”We Come to You for Healing, Lord”  p. 4       
 

GIVING 

NOTE: Giving to support God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to (Mailing address: 
207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739  – OR – by going on our website (www.sothem.org) to 
GIVE tab to make a one time or reoccurring donation. Setting up an account with GivePlus is easy! 

 
* OFFERING PRAYER  God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and 
manna to rain from the heavens.  You have given us all we have.  Please accept the gifts 
we give back to you: offerings of our time, talents, and treasures.  May they all be used 
for the growing of your kingdom, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
* PRAYERS  AND PETITIONS (L: Lord, in your mercy,  All: Hear our prayer.) 
 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING   The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift 
them to the Lord.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 
praise.  
* WORDS OF INSTITUTION       
* LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen  

 
* INVITATION TO COMMUNION  All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. 
HOLY COMMUNION   
(Ushers will begin in the back of the sanctuary, directing you to the front of the sanctuary.) 
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* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs 
of our faith into a feast of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness 
to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
* ANNOUNCEMENTS/BLESSING  People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering 

world.  The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

* Green #543  SENDING HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  (p. 5) 
* DISMISSAL  Go in peace. The living Word of God dwells in you.  Thanks be to God. 
* POSTLUDE           Michelle Young  

SCHEDULE 
Today  10:00am  - Worship  w/Holy Communion 
Monday  7pm   - AA Meeting         
Tuesday:  4-6 pm   - Food Pantry   
   6:30pm   - Autumn Fest meeting 
Wednesday Noon   - Women’s Meeting  
   3:20pm  - 7th-8th gr. Confirmation class 
   6pm   - FREE Spaghetti dinner & Natn’l Youth Gathering info meeting 
Friday:        10am-Noon - Food Pantry 
Saturday:  6:30-10:30am - Ruby’s Pantry Volunteers 
   8:30-9:30am  - Ruby’s Pantry Distribution 
SUNDAY:      9:15-9:45am  - Rally Day activities for Sunday School families and everyone 

10:00am  - Worship  
   11:00am  - Fellowship 
     

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
NEXT SUNDAY 9/12 RALLY DAY activities for everyone:  Sunday School families (parents & 
grandparents invited too), and all other members of the church are welcome to join us from 9:15-
9:45am for RALLY DAY fun/food.   
During 10am WORSHIP 3rd Grader Bibles/4th Graders Small Catechism PLUS Blessing of the 
Backpacks.   
 
AUTUMN FEST is coming on Sunday, OCTOBER 3rd.  We urgently need volunteers to contact Heidi 
Schiszik (715-223-5491) or Vicki Adams (715-563-3730) to join our team.  There are many ways you 
can make this event a success….MEETING TUES., 9/7th at 6:30pm church basement. 
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church   207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  Find 
us on Facebook, too!     

Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu    Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 
Sunday School Coordinators: Chris Miller at chrisbenelli.miller@gmail.com  or Jaime Folczyk 
mjfolczyk@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com  
 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS028313. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
One License Podcast / Streaming License A-724679 
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PRAYING BEFORE READING/HEARING GOD’S WORD  “Lord, here I am.  Show me something 
about you today; show me something about myself today.  Give me eyes to see where I 
am falling short.  Give me a heart to receive your truth.  Transform me and help me to 
engage in the world around me. Amen.  “Howe to Read Your Bible” IF:EQUIP/rightnow Media p. 26 

 
 
BIBLE STUDY THOUGHTS/OBSERVATIONS  
OBSERVE   What do you see/hear within this text?  Who is part of the story?  What words catch your 
attention/make you curious?  What is God doing? What are the people doing? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
INTERPRET What does this text make you understand about God?  People of the 1st century?  What 
call to action to you hear for believers/scoffers/enemies?  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
APPLY What do you hear God telling YOU? Inspiring you? Causing you to consider about your faith 
or life?  Do you find HOPE? ENCOURAGEMENT?  JUDGMENT? Is God asking you to go deeper? 
Does God offer wisdom for our congregation?   
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 


