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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 

5th  Sunday of Easter    Service of the Word       May 2, 2021  

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘*’ means please stand as able 
 

PRELUDE           Jennifer Kinblom 
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES  

GATHERING 

* P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ , the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 
 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into 
hell.* On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY  O God, you give us your Son as the vine, apart from whom we 
cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and 
know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ.  Help us to hear the Spirit and 
immediately respond to your call to action.  Amen. 
 

GROWING 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. 
Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing. 
 
*The Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter.  All: Glory to you O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me 
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as 
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 
me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 
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Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after 
having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon 
coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. A reading from the Book of Acts, chapter 8 
 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 
30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip 
to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:  

 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
 so he does not open his mouth.  33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
 Who can describe his generation?  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to 
him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and 
the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded 
the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the 
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as 
he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea.  The word of the Lord  Thanks be to God. 
 

    
SERMON              Pastor Mary Eide 
MUSIC TO MEDITATE ON Listen and be filled with God’s peace.    Jennifer Kinblom 
 

GIVING 

NOTE: Giving to support God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to (Mailing address: 
207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739  – OR – by going on our website (www.sothem.org) to 
GIVE tab to make a one time or reoccurring donation. Setting up an account with GivePlus is easy! 
 
* OFFERING PRAYER  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us be part of 
what you are doing in the world.  Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us 
and send us in service to your world; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
* PRAYERS  AND PETITIONS (L: As one people we pray, ALL: Have mercy, O God.) 
 
* LORD’S PRAYERS   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
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into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen  
* ANNOUNCEMENTS 
* BLESSING  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 

Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

*  ELW #379, LBW #148  SENDING HYMN “Now the Green Blade Rises” vs. 1-2 (next page) 
* DISMISSAL/POSTLUDE  Go in peace. Share the Good News. Thanks be to God. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SCHEDULE 
Today  10:00am  - Worship   
Sunday School lessons 3’s to 6th graders  www.sothem.org (Faith Formation/Sunday School)   
Monday  7pm   - AA Meeting         
Tuesday:  4-6 pm   - Food Pantry   
Wednesday  “Wednesday’s Word from God” (pre-recorded devotional) 
   6pm    - FINAL 7th-8th grade Confirmation Zoom class 
Friday:      10am-Noon - Food Pantry  
Saturday:  6:45-10:30am - Ruby’s Pantry volunteers 
   8:30-10am - Ruby’s Pantry food distribution 
SUNDAY:   10:00am  - Worship with Senior Recognition 
   7:30pm  - Baccalaureate PARKING LOT Service at High School 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MAY 9th 7:30pm BACCALAUREATE SERVICE at the Elk Mound High School parking lot.  All are invited 
to participate in our first ever community parking lot Baccalaureate Service, where you can relax in 
the comfort of your vehicle and tune into 87.9FM on your radio to participate in the service.   

 
SIGN UP FOR LUTHER PARK BIBLE CAMP (lots of different kinds of camp experiences available.)  
Church families…ENTER CODE: Shepherdofthehill21 when you register your children for Summer 
Camp at Luther Park Bible Camp in Chetek, and then pay 50% of the total cost with your registration.  
Your congregation and Youth Group will pick up the other half of the camp costs.  (LP also has 
scholarships…camperships…if you need assistance for your half of the camp cost.)  
 
THRIFT SALE HELP and DONATIONS NEEDED for the Communitywide Thrift Sale at our church.  
Friday-Saturday, June 4th-5th .  Linda Eder (715-495-6825) will be leading this project, and is 
looking for volunteers to help with organizing donations and running the sale.  You can start bringing 
*Clean *Working *Price Labeled items to the church as early as Sunday, May 9th.  Your donations 
are gratefully accepted and will go towards this important fundraiser.  Please do NOT donate old 
electronic items because they don’t sell well, and cost us money to dispose of them.  
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church   207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  Find 
us on Facebook, too!     

Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu    Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 
Sunday School Coordinators: Chris Miller at chrisbenelli.miller@gmail.com  or Jaime Folczyk 
mjfolczyk@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com  

http://www.sothem.org/
mailto:sothlc@sothem.org
http://www.sothem.org/
mailto:meide@luthersem.edu
mailto:chrisbenelli.miller@gmail.com
mailto:mjfolczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:barbvadnais1@gmail.com
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“”Now the Green Blade Rises”  was 
reprinted with permission under One 
License #A-724679.  All rights 
reserved  
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